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XIVI. An Account of a very remarkable 
Meteor feen at Oxford. In a Letter ts 
Mathew Maty, M.D. Sec. R. S. from the 
Rev , John S win ton, B. D. F. R. S. Cujlos 
Archivorum of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
Member of the Academy degli Apatifti at 
Florence, and of the Etrufcan Academy of 
Cortona in Tufcany. 

Good Sir, 


Read Dec. 20, 
1770. 


r p H E perfon that firft few the very 
JL remarkable luminous appearances 
in the air here, on Tuefday, October 24, 1769, as 
far as I have hitherto been able to learn, was the 
Rev. Mr. Cleaver, ftudent of Chrift-Church j who, 
on his return home, at a village called Horton, fix 


or feven miles from Oxford, about y h if P. M. 


obferved, with fome degree of aftoniflhment, a dark 
fufcous vapour, refembling a blackifh cloud, con¬ 
tiguous to the northern horizon. Out of this vapour 
there ifilied another of a flame colour, in the N.N.W. 
not unlike the meteor feen by me, Sept. 9, 1769, 
anil deferibed in the laft volume of the Philofophical 
Tranjafiions *. His account of it, if I remember 
right, was, that “ it looked like an houfe, or build- 
“'"ing, fet on fire.” This at firfi: was confined to a 
very fmall fpace in the heavens, but foon after ex- 

* Pblkfiph. Tranfati. Vo!. LIX. for the Year 1769, p. 369. 
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panded itfelf in fuch a manner, that it covered a 
very large and extenlive trad in that part of the he¬ 
misphere where it firft appeared. In this ftatethe 
meteor continued till 45' P. M. when it aflumed 
a deep blood-red colour, moving a little towards the 
Weft, which gave it a very awful afped. Mr. Cleaver 
imparted to me no particulars relative to its extinction, 
but only faid, that he faw not the fainted: traces of 
it after eight o'clock, fo that it might probably about 
that time, or a little before, have totally difap- 
peared. 

The fame night, at 8 h io' P. M. I faw in the 

f reat quadrangle of Chrift-church, and that part of 
'ifh-Street adjoining to it, feveral lucid ftreamers, 
afcending in the N. and N. W. from the horizon, 
or rather a dufky kind of vapour contiguous to it, to 
a very confiderable height, Thefe all moved towards 
the S. and S. E. with great velocity; and foon after 
many other fimilar ftreams of light fhot up from the 
horizon, in various parts of the hemifphere, parti¬ 
cularly in the S. and S. E. They were all of a very 
pale yellow colour, fuch as thofe that form the 
Aurorae Boreales of the common kind. They con- 
ftantly multiplied, in fo amazing a manner, and with 
fuch furprizing celerity, that by 8 h i5'P. M. they 
feemed to have almoft intirely covered the greateft part 
of the hemifphere, and then centered in a point a little 
to the S. of the zenith. They were attended b y an in¬ 
finite number of flafties, or corufcations, and undu¬ 
lations of the lucid matter, as * is ufual in fuch phe¬ 
nomena. In fine, the whole atmofphere, or rather 

* Philofoph. 'TranfaSl. ubi fup. p. 367, 473. & alib. 
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the whole collection of the luminous vapour lodged 
in it, was in a continual agitation for above a quarter 
of an hour; during which time, the whole hemi¬ 
sphere feemed to be all on a blaze. 

This moft glorious and extraordinary appearance 
was, however, of a very fhort and inconflderable 
duration ; the extinction of the whole being fo com¬ 
pletely effected by 8 h 40' P. M. that no remains of 
the phenomenon, in any part of the heavens, could 
then be difcerned. 

But what principally engaged my attention this 
evening, was a luminous arch, or zone, of a very 
beautiful purple colour, fuch as I had never feen 
before ; which prefented itfelf to my view about 
8 h 40' P. M. and extended from E.to W. nearly, as I 
apprehended, bifeCting the hemifphere. This began 
to grow faint a little before nine o’clock; and in lefs 
than ten minutes time, as near as I could guefs, to¬ 
tally difappeared. 

The light caff by the Aurora Boreales above men¬ 
tioned was greater than any I had ever obferved to 
attend fuch phenomena before. Nor, indeed, did 
I ever meet with a defcription of any meteors re- 
fembling that mentioned here in every particular. The 
converfion of the flame-colour in the flrft ftage of the 
meteor into a deep blood- red, together with its wonder¬ 
ful expanfion, and the beautiful purple zone, or colour¬ 
ed arch, which elofed the whole, are Angularities that, 
I believe, never occured before; or, at leaft, fuch as 
have never hitherto met with a proper and adequate 
defcription. Some of thefe phenomena feem, from 
the public papers, to have been feen at London, 
Windfor, and other places at a conAderable diftance 
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from Oxford, about the fame time that they ap¬ 
peared there} which remarkable circumftance, on 
leveral accounts, merits a place in this letter. The 
whole city, for a Ihort time, feemed to be perfedtiy 
illuminated; the light call by the Aurora lucceeding 
the luminous appearance of a deep blood-red colour, 
being, as I apprehended, much fuperior to that of the 
full moon. In fine, the whole phaenomenon (or rather 
all the phaenomena)was fo very ftriking and remarka¬ 
ble, that it was one of the molt common topics of con¬ 
vention, amongft all orders and degrees of people 
here, for above a month after it appeared. I lhall only 
beg leave to add, that the Reverend and learned 
Dr. Sharp, of Chrift-Church, profeflor of Greek in 
this univerfity, allured me that he faw fome of the 
common Aurora Boreales between eleven and twelve 
o’clock the fame night} and that I have the honour 
to be. 

Good Sir, 

Your much obliged, 
and moll obedient, 

humble fervant, 

Chrift-Church, Oxon, T . 0 . 

Sept. 27, 1770. John Swmton. 
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